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Commodore's Comments

crease in membership. This will,
inturn, bring potential dangers. The
old Club was created by members
working together, giving to the sport
as much as they took out of it. We
must strive to keep it that way. My
fear is that with our new facilities we
may get too many "free riders".
People who want to join for social
and status reasons, or just so that they
can have somewhere nice to keep
their dinghy during the August
holiday.

A lesson from last season is that there
are a number of local people who
want to learn to sail. Our training
sessions have proved very popular
and also brought in new members
who have taken part in the Club
activities with enthusiasm. We must
continue with them. Along with this
we must also seek to bring along the
youngsters and also improve our
standards. To this end we will be
running sessions for race training,
powerboat handling, and first aid.
The RYA dinghy sailing courses are
also open to members who want to
brush up their sailing techniques as
well as those starting from scratch.
All this brings the need for help from
the more experienced as well as the
loan of equipment. Any offers to
David Gifford, Graham Silsbury,
Dick Batters or myself please.
Last season was not the best
weatherwise, I am sure next will be a
good one. Even if it isn't we will not
let that spoil our sport based on our
new Clubhouse.

Barrie Skelcher

BLIND SAILING
The East Anglian Sailing 
Trust (EAST) is holding 
taster weekends for both 
blind sailors and 
skippers who wish to 
take part on June 6 to 8 
and
September 12 to 
14,2003.
The traditional weeklong 
cruise for blind sailors is 
from July 5 to July 11. 
For details contact Carol 
Bloyce on 01473 659221 
or email her on
c.bloyce@btinternet.com

As I put these words together one
year is on its way out and another
is coming in. At this moment I am
about as far away from the SSC on
this planet as it is possible to get. It is
very hot and as the Telly keeps
reminding us, two people in Australia
die each day from sun induced
melenomia, so it is sun block by the
bucketful. It would seem that being
out doors is more dangerous than
sailing in Suffolk! Slaughden, even
with its rain and cold winds is not
such a bad place after all.
This coming year will be critical for
our Club. As far as the Clubhouse
project is concerned we are now well
past the point of no return. The old
building has been demolished and the
foundations are being prepared for its
replacement. There is plenty of rough
water ahead before the project
reaches completion. Unfortunately we
are running behind programme but
with a special effort we should still be
able to get the new building finished
before the season gets fully underway.

I have no doubt that when all the
work is over we will have a superb
little club. We have good access to
the water at virtually all states of the
tide and a splendid location on the
River. We will have some more
dinghy park space and with it an
opportunity for a modest in

Your advert here…
Members, if you would like to 
place your sailing related FREE 
advert here then contact:
ads@slaughdensailingclub.co.uk 
or phone newsletter 
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Course application form contact:  
Doug Connelly 

7 Staniforth Road Thetford, Norfolk 
IP24 3DU

01842 762 185
dougsailthet@rya-online.net
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